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 Parents can register their 4-, 5- and 6-year-old boys and girls for McCandless Athletic Association T-Ball via easy internet registration beginning on January 5, 2009 or in person at the NA Intermediate High School Cafeteria on January 10, 2009

Practice is set to begin in mid-April.

MCAA is the premier provider of T-ball play in the North Hills, with two fields exclusively dedicated to T-ball play. 

The fields are located at the MCAA complex at Vincentian High School, just across Peebles Road from McIntyre Square.  

Last spring, approximately 150 youths from Pittsburgh’s northern suburbs participated. Teams begin practicing in April and play two games per week from early May through June.  The fall league runs during September and October with 40 youths participating last year.

During spring play, MCAA divides Shetland players in three age groups.
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The 4-year old program, known as Summertime Blue, is an introduction to T-ball using modified play rules to introduce players to basic throwing, catching and hitting skills, as well as to the concept of being part of a team.  Games last about an hour and run three innings, during which all players bat each inning, run the bases and play in the field.  Regardless of how the ball is fielded after batting, each batter stays on base and progresses around the bases to Home Plate.  The goal of the Summertime Blue program is to focus on having fun in a non-competitive environment while encouraging children to be active, involved and begin developing basic skills.  Parent involvement is encouraged.

 

First-year Shetland players (5 years old) participate in traditional T-ball, hitting the ball off a tee.  Games generally last about 1 ½ hours, all players participate every inning and there is no scorekeeping.  Players continue to increase their skill level and learn more about fielding positions and running the bases. 

Players in their second year of Shetland play (6 year old players) participate in coach-pitch play. Coaches pitch to players, providing them with four strikes.  If the player is unable to put the ball in play after four swings, the player is permitted to hit off of a regulation tee.

Shetland play is only the beginning of your child’s participation in MCAA baseball.  MCAA fields teams through the numerous PONY Baseball age levels from 4-19. 

PONY is an acronym for “Protect Our Nation's Youth.” The concept for the name originally came from  Washington, Pennsylvania and stood for "Protect Our Neighborhood Youth," but when PONY became an international program in the early 1950's "Neighborhood" was replaced by "Nation's."

Shetland registration is easy.  Interested parents should log onto to www.mcaa.net.  There, parents will find a link to the MCAA online registration where they can use their Visa or Mastercard to register their child. MCAA will require parents to provide some personal information about the player, such as notice of any health conditions and pediatrician contact information.  

In March, MCAA’s volunteer coaches will meet to put together team rosters and then begin contacting parents. Parents are urged to help the volunteer coaches during practices and games, and MCAA requires a minimal commitment from all parents with respect to volunteer time at concession stands during games.

See you in the spring.  
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Batter Up: T-Ball Registration Begins
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